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Conversation Structure - Supportive Examples Practice

This activity offers students a chance to quickly generate examples that support an idea, perspective, or argument.  You and/or the class provide an idea or theme statement, and students tell each other examples from the text, other texts, media, their lives, the past, the present, and the future.  They can also generate counterexamples.  Finally, students can discuss whether the theme is valid or not, based on the strengths of the examples.  
Students can use this graphic organizer to organize and spark their generation of examples (see on the back):









	

	Main Idea/Thesis:




	Text
	Other texts
	Media
	My Life
	Others
	World
	Past &
Present
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Students can also use the following starters:  for example, according to, to illustrate, another example, such as, as stated in, the author stated, for instance, a salient example, consider, in fact, the text shows, as evidence of, specifically, let us take the case of 




	


Conversation Structure - Planning Their Conversations on Paper
Writing down what they will talk about forces students to sort out the relevant from the irrelevant and to organize their thoughts before they share them with a partner.  It provides some silent thinking and language practice before the actual conversation.  Writing make take the form of two-column notes, Venn diagrams, quick paragraphs, charts, semantic maps, and drawings.  They also may fill-out a Conversation Planning form (see below)
CONVERSATION PLANNING FORM
Prompt, topic, question: 
	Connections              (Examples)
	Causes                      (Examples)
	Interpretations,      (Examples)
Opinions, Ideas

	Comparisons            (Examples)
	Effects                        (Examples)
	Applications            (Examples)



	Ideas after the conversation








	

Conversation Structure - Paraphrase
One of the listener’s jobs is to understand.  Listening is hard work that demands mental discipline, much like reading.  It means setting aside one’s thinking and controlling one’s urges to interject.  Listening also demands mental endurance and multitasking.  The listener needs to decide if the speaker is making sense, if examples are valid, if the conversation is remaining focused, and so on.  
In front of all students, verbally share a three-minute argument and don’t allow students to take notes.  Have students remember the main points that you mention, and then have them compare those points with a partner.  You can also have students listen to recorded speeches and messages related to their learning.  The more academic oral language that students listen to and process in their own words, the better they internalize the content.  
Strategy-Paraphrase Cards
Partner A holds five or six blank sharing cards for Partner B.  When Partner B shares an idea, Partner A writes down a paraphrased version of the message and puts it down in front of them. They can organize cards later, if needed.  If one partner shares too much, it will be obvious, and the partner who shared less will need more.  







	Conversation Structure - Stand and Converse 

	-Make numbered cards for as many students that are in your class. Have students number of off.  Pull six cards and have students with that number stand-up)
-Model and explain two conversation starters that students can ask each other to keep their conversation going (Can you elaborate on…. Do you have more evidence to support….How did you arrive at your answer… Can you explain how you came to that conclusion..)
-Ask an initial question to begin the conversation (What was a theme that emerged in the story?  How can statistics lie?  How do you know something is living?)  Make sure the initial question can produce a rich conversation.
-The lowest numbered student of the six selected begins talking and then sits down.  The students with the next highest number prompts for elaboration from the first student, adds an idea, and then sits down as.  The student with the third highest number continues the routine, so on until all six students has a turn.  The rest of the class can then add to the conversation.  

A variation to the stand and converse is to have six students form a circle and pass a ball and string, holding on to the end, each time a person talks.  By passing the string back and forth as they take turns talking, they make a web.  
-You can use this structure to check for understanding or before a performance task.





	Conversation Structure - Pick a Side (Philosophical Chairs)

	-Students pick a side of an issue, get up, and stand on different sides of the room, depending on their choice.  For example, one side of the room can represent a pro opinion and the other side a con opinion.  Some students may want to stand in the center of the room as if on continuum line, but they should have solid reasons to be there (evidence from both perspectives).
-Students can tell students near them why they chose to stand where they are.  The students can use a sentence starter from the board (e.g., Even though it is true that…., I chose this side because….)
-Have students pair-up with someone from the opposite side of the room.  You may have students meet in the center and form a line or have half the line move to the opposite side and pair-up.  Have them use the same sentence starter or advance it with another reason why they chose the side.
-You may want to have students “share out” to the class what their partner said or you may have students “share out” their thoughts.  
-Examples of prompts to use for this activity include Are you favor of genetic engineering? Is honesty always the best policy?  You can also weave into prompts academic language terms such as long-term effects, negative influence, short-term advantages, evidence, risks, drawbacks, outweighs, and ramifications.  
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